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CRITICAL SHORTAGE OF SOUTH ASIAN DONORS FOR 
BONE MARROW TRANSPLANTS

    HELP SAVE VINAY 

The National Marrow Donor Program (NMDP) helps people in need of life-saving marrow or blood cell transplants. The organization has successfully registered over 6 million potential donors in 20 years. Only 2% – roughly 130,000 – of those registered are South Asian.   The match rate is only 1 in 20,000.
The shortage of registered South Asian donors is a critical issue. Because tissue types are inherited, a patient’s most likely match is with someone from the same racial or ethnic group. 
One simple reason for South Asians to act now. 28 year old South Asian doctor Vinay Chakravarthy is in urgent need of a bone marrow transplant. Vinay grew up in California, graduated from UC Berkeley before moving to Boston University where he received his Masters and MD degrees. He was diagnosed with Acute Myeloid Leukemia (AML) in November 2006 and was recently informed he is in urgent need of a bone marrow transplant. His family urges the community to act now to help Vinay.

The process to register to become a bone marrow donor is fast and free. Anyone age 18 - 60 who meets the health guidelines can join the registry. The procedure to find a donor’s tissue type then takes less than a minute and is not invasive, just a simple swab of cheek cells in the mouth.

UPCOMING DRIVES IN YOUR AREA:
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COMMITTED DONORS CAN SAVE LIVES

To find a drive to donate today, please visit www.helpvinay.org or www.marrow.org
